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Congress of the Wnited States
Rouse of Representatioes
Aashington, BE 20515

December 2, 2005

The Honorable Duncan Hunter The Honorable Ike Skelton
Chairman Ranking Member

House Armed Services Committee House Armed Services Committee
2120 Rayburn HOB 2120 Rayburn HOB

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Chairman Hunter and Ranking Member Skelton:

We write today to express our strong support for the expansion of TRICARE eligibility for Guardsmen and Reservists
included in the Senate passed version of the National Defense Authorization Act, S. 1042. We appreciate the committee’s
continuing support for efforts to ensure that we can recruit and retain members of the Reserve Components.

With over 40 percent of U.S. personnel in Afghanistan and Iraq serving as National Guard and Reserve members, the role of
the Reserve Components has been transformed to play a central part in providing for the national defense. Since September
11", we have had more than 500,000 Guard and Reserve mobilizations. In li ght of growing recruitment problems, it is vitally
important that we maintain our force of highly skilled citizen-soldiers. As you know, the Guard and Reserve were short more
than 20,000 recruits in FY2005. With regard to retention, according to one survey 76% of Guard members say having
consistent access to health benefits regardless of mobilization status would “greatly affect” their decision to stay in the
Guard.

The Federal Employees Benefit Program (FEHBP) covers part time civilian federal employees if they agree to pay increased
premiums. At a minimum we owe our citizen-soldiers the same access to health care with a cost sharing arrangement. These
soldiers train a minimum of 48 hours per month and an additional two weeks per year. At any time they can be mobilized to
serve in contingency operations. The Senate provision allows only Guardsmen and Reservists in drilling status access to
TRICARE Standard and its network of providers.

Current military planning indicates the Guard and Reserve will continue to play an essential role in national defense for the
foreseeable future. The Global War on Terrorism is the first major contingency operation relying heavily upon the Reserve
Components since the transition to an all-volunteer force. It has become clear that adjustments to Cold War-era personnel
policies are needed to maintain an acceptable level of readiness in the Total Force. The greater requirements for sacrifice and
service placed on the Guard and Reserve must be matched with greater commitment to them on our part.

Consistent access to TRICARE will provide an important tool to bolster recruitment, retention, family morale and overall
readiness for the Guard and Reserve. We hope that you will support this provision. Thank you for your consideration.

oy Uiz

Tom Latham ) Joe Wilson
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Vember of Cohgress

Cc: Members of the House Armed Services Committee















WX NN bW

Tom Latham (IA)

Joe Wilson (SC)

Gene Taylor (MS)
Robert Simmons (CT)
Frank LoBiondo (NJ)
Ray LaHood (IL)
Walter Jones (NC)
Chris Van Hollen (MD)
Chris Smith (NJ)

. Scott Garrett (NJ)

. Ed Whitfield (KY)

. Leonard Boswell (1A)

. John Conyers (MI)

. Lee Terry (NE)

. Bart Gordon (TN)

. Jim Leach (IA)

. Collin Peterson (MN)

. Michael Bilirakis (FL)
. Barbara Lee (CA)

. Dennis Moore (KS)

. Brad Miller (NC)

. Michael Honda (CA)

. Michael Fitzpatrick (PA)
. Steve King (IA)

. Susan A. Davis (CA)

. Raul M. Grijalva (AZ)
. Thomas Allen (ME)

. Anthony Weiner (NY)
. Rush Holt (NJ)

. Robert Wexler (FL)

. Adam Smith (WA)

. Michael Ferguson (NJ)
. Chip Pickering (MS)

. Dan Boren (OK)

. Mark Udall (CO)

. John Barrow (GA)

. Carolyn McCarthy (NY)
. Ed Case (HI)

. Stephen Lynch (MA)

. Stephanie Herseth (SD)
. G.K. Butterfield (NC)
. David Scott (GA)

. Frank Pallone (NJ)

. Jim McGovern (MA)

. Rahm Emanuel (IL)

. Earl Blumenaur (OR)

47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
70.
. Donald Payne (NJ)
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84,
85.

71

Corrine Brown (FL)
Robert E. Andrews (NJ)
Tim Holden (PA)
Major R. Owens (NY)
Doris O. Matsui (CA)
Gene Green (TX)
Sherrod Brown (OH)
Carolyn Maloney (NY)
Marion Berry (AR)
Steven R. Rothman (NJ)
Jim Oberstar (MN)
Peter Visclosky (IN)
Jim Moran (VA)

Louise M. Slaughter (NY)
Brian Higgins (NY)
Bill Pascrell Jr. (NJ)
Rick Boucher (VA)
David Price (NC)

Peter DeFazio (OR)
Marty Meehan (MA)
Bernie Sanders (VT)
Robert Menendez (NJ)
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George Miller (CA)
Darlene Hooley (OR)
Tammy Baldwin (WI)
Jim McDermott (WA)
John Larson (CT)

Jim Costa (CA)

Earl Pomeroy (ND)
Ben Chandler (KY)
Emmanuel Cleaver (MO)
Shelly Berkley (NV)
Jim Langevin (RI)
Ellen Tauscher (CA)
Mike McInyre (NC)
Ron Kind (WI)



